Our Mission . . .
“Connecting
people with
Jesus Christ.”

Our Vision . . .
“To grow and
send followers
who love and
serve like Jesus
and give hope
to our
community.”

We strive to . . .
▪ Show people
Jesus in our
daily lives
▪ Tell people
about Jesus’
love for them
▪ Provide easy
ways for
people to
learn about
Jesus
▪ Help people
apply what
they learn to
daily life

December 2021

Many of us make it an annual ritual to watch holiday movies like “The Christmas Story” with
Ralphie and his quest for a Red Ryder BB gun., “Elf,” or “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” This year our
Advent devotional, ‘Our Greatest Gift A Wonderful Life in Christ,” by Michael Hoy is based on the
Christmas movie “It’s a Wonderful Life.” Frank Capra produced this film starring Jimmy Stewart and
Donna Reed in 1946. It is from the short story, “The Greatest Gift,” by Philip Van Doren Stern.
The main character, George Bailey, lives in the small town of Bedford Falls and runs the Building
and Loan as his father did before him. George had other plans for his life that never materialized due to
a series of events culminating in a large deposit getting stolen by the rival banker. George is ready to
end it all when he meets Clarence, an angel sent to show George what life would have been like if
George had never been born. George comes to see that life is precious and there are many reasons to be
thankful.
As we hear the message of Christmas, we see that God arrived in a place and time that wasn’t
perfect. A young couple with little power or influence have to take shelter with animals and use a
manger for a crib for Baby Jesus. Shepherds, not unlike George Bailey, are given an angelic visit. Magi
from a far-off land, bring gifts to worship the newborn King. A vicious ruler seeks to destroy the baby
causing the Holy Family to escape to Egypt, only to return to Israel once he is no longer a threat.
“It’s A Wonderful Life” reminds us that every life is precious and has an impact on others. God
uses the least of these to bring about His Kingdom, just as He uses the powerful. All are under God’s
control. “It’s A Wonderful Life” opens with George’s family and friends praying for him. They know
George is in trouble, and they trust God to deliver him. God does just that, using unconventional means
as God often does.
This Christmas, look closely at your life. Where is God at work? Many people continue to struggle
as we are still dealing with this global pandemic. The holiday season brings its own challenges
especially for folks who are grieving or facing other loss. Who needs you to be praying for them?
Especially if you are dealing with your own challenges, pray and lift up others. Reach out to them,
showing them compassion and love. George Bailey’s life was not at all what he had dreamed when he
was young. He could have been bitter, and George had opportunities that he declined for the betterment
of others. Because he chose to live for the good, even when he had to sacrifice, his life benefited many,
more than you would think at first glance.
When we accept Christ and start living for Him, our lives become much more than what we might
see at first glance. Jesus always changes things for the good, even if good may seem hard at times. We
have wonderful lives in Christ. Christmas is just the time to live more fully into that truth.
Blessings,
Pastor Mary
You can contact Pastor Mary by email at revmary@dwightumc.org, call/text at (309)621-3284 or at the
Office at (815)584-3420.

Office Hours: Monday- Thursdays 9 a.m. -Noon. The Office is closed on Fridays.

Our children are working their way through our new unit, “The Gift of Advent.” We are
spending a week on the four areas of advent which are hope, peace, joy, and love. Each week the
children make a special ornament that relates to the theme. The ornaments are hanging on the
tree in Fellowship Hall. Please be sure to check it out. Our service project of Cookies and
Caroles will take place on Wednesday, December 15th from 3:30-5:00. Everyone is invited to
join us as our children sing familiar traditional Christmas songs as well as some new,
contemporary ones. The older children will also be reading the Christmas story from the Bible.
It will be a fun time to see and hear the children share the lessons of Christmas in song, motions,
and sayings.
We have received our t-shirts for the year. What a wonderful group of children we have
been blessed with.

Thank you again for all the snack donations! At this time, we can still use small bottles of
water.

Our new unit is “Jesus Changes Everything.” We have adopted 2 familes for Christmas for
Kids and will be shopping on December 1st. We will leave DUMC at 6:30 by bus and arrive at
Walmart at 7:00. Pontiac youth may just meet us at Walmart at 7:00. We will arrive back at
DUMC at 8:30. R.E.A.L and Ignite Youth will also be ringing the Salvation Army bell on Sunday,
November 28th from 4:00-5:00 at Tractor Supply in Dwight. Hope to see all the R.E.A.L and
Ignite Youth there. Please meet right at Tractor Supply. The youth will be wrapping their
presents for Christmas for Kids on December 8th. Our advent unit is called, “The Arrival.”

Good News Crew Jr. Church (Toddler - Pre-K)
Our Sunday Morning program for our littlest believers happens during the 10:30 worship. If you
have toddlers through Pre – K children, please speak to Kaylyn Mausehund to register. Children
share a simple Bible story and do some fun activities, songs, crafts, etc.

Leader Christmas Party
Leaders will be having a Christmas party at the Chenoa Family Restaurant on Saturday, December
11th. We are leaving from the church at 5:00 and will be taking the church bus. We will also be doing
a white elephant gift exchange.
In Christ,
Stacey Stefanski
Director of Ministries with Children and Youth

Pick up your Advent daily devotional “Our Greatest Gift A Wonderful Life in Christ” in the Foyer.
Thank You! to everyone who helped decorate for Christmas. A special thank you to Tom Christiansen and
his team for bringing the decorations out ahead of time. That was a big help. Good Job church!
Christmas Eve we will have one service at 7 p.m. with communion and concluding with Silent Night by
candlelight.
December 26 we will have one service at 9:30 a.m. with Lessons and Carols. There will be no Sunday
School on Dec. 26.
Wednesday, December 22 and 29th there will be no Kids Klub/Real Kids or Real/Ignite programs.
We are taking orders for Poinsettias $12.95 each. Order sheets are in the Foyer. Please make checks
payable to DUMC. Orders are due by Dec. 11.
Heifer International: The Mission/Outreach Committee is selling Heifer animals, birds, trees, etc.
during the four Sundays of Advent (11/28, 12/5, 12/12 and 12/19) in the church narthex/lobby
after each service. For those on your Christmas list that have everything, a donation to Heifer
International will help families around the world pull themselves out of crushing poverty. Checks
may be made out to DUMC, “Heifer” on the memo line or cash via envelopes clearly marked
Heifer.
UMW is collecting 2022 calendars Christmas and birthday cards, and soda can pulltabs
Dwight Emmanuel Lutheran Church Christmas Bazaar, Saturday, December 4 from 8:00am to
noon. Homemade baked goods and craft items.
Bible Seekers will not be meeting November 30 or through the month of December. A new Bible
study will begin in January. Please contact Jane Hoffman with inquiries 815-228-5553.
Please pick up your 2022 Offering Envelopes on the table in the front lobby/narthex. If you have
questions or are in need of a box, please contact the church office.
Thank You for Giving
• Donation for Christmas for Kids providing gifts for over 150 children this year
• Gratitude for the $100 donation given to United Methodist Mountain Mission

Thank you to everyone who rang bells for the Salvation Army. Good work for a great cause
supporting the needs of people in our community.

Welcome Joe Nasvytis as our new
Worship Leader for the 10:30am service.

Joe is from Aurora, IL and grew up Catholic. He
came to faith in Christ while at Southern Illinois
University and worked with Crusaders for Christ
just under ten years after graduating. He met his
wife Ann in 2004 and got married that same
year. Joe studied at Reformed Theological
Seminary, finishing his Master of Divinity in
2008. Joe’s been an associate pastor and a solo
pastor. Joe and Ann have two daughters, Grace,
who’s 12 and Sophia, who’s 11.

Christmas for Kids is helping families in need provide gifts for their children again this year.
Volunteers are always needed, and there are several ways you can help!
• Drop Off Gifts: All wrapped and labeled gifts must be dropped off at the church on
Thursday, December 9th from 11:00am until 5:30pm. Arrangements can be made for
earlier drop off times if needed.
• Delivery of Gifts: On Saturday, December 11th at 9:00am at the church. Please arrive a
few minutes early if you can help us deliver the gifts to the families. We do our gift
deliveries with the Love Boxes program (they provide food boxes for families and
individuals in Dwight).

• Monetary Donations: If you would like to donate money, please make checks payable to:
Christmas for Kids. Checks or cash can be deposited at any of the Dwight Banks, including
SOCU. We have accounts open for donations all year.
Christmas For Kids would not be possible without your generous donations of your time and
money! Thank you to all who support us in any way!
Mary Boma with The Paper
Christmas Love Boxes
Friday, December 10th, love boxes will be packed at the church from 6-8pm and delivered on
Saturday, December 11th. Assemblers and delivery volunteers are warmly encouraged and
welcomed! Monetary gifts may also be left at the church, checks may be made out to Dwight
Love Boxes. For all the details, contact Destiny Connor at 815-343-1147.
UMW Collections: 2022 calendars, Christmas and birthday cards for local Veteran homes,
Evenglow, Heritage Woods and Heritage Manor. Also save your pull tabs from drinks for the
Chicago Ronald McDonald’s House. Thank you!
THANK YOU! for the generous $1500 to Illinois Church Action on Alcohol & Addiction
Problems. Your gift was both an answer to prayer and an encouragement to our ministry. Thank
you for your generous and faithful support. Anita Bedell, Executive Director
Harvest Days Committee THANK YOU! for your donation and support in making Dwight
Harvest Days a success!
Thank you! for a successful ham loaf sale sponsored by UMW for our local missions. Nearly
775 made and 22 AWESOME volunteers. A special THANK YOU to Bill Wilkey and Eileen
Turner for their long hours working the ovens.
Illinois Great Rivers Conference recognizes DUMC for faithfully supporting Connectional
Giving and a five-star mission church. THANK YOU!

Dear United Methodist Church of Dwight:
Thank you very much for your recent donation to Christmas for Kids. Thanks to
generous people and organizations like you all, Christmas for Kids is able to
provide gifts for over 150 children again this year!
Thank you also for letting us use the DUMC building for various aspects of our C
for K program. It means so much, as do the prayers and volunteer support of so
many of you over the years. This program wouldn’t continue without your help.
May you all be blessed during this season of celebrating our Savior’s birth!
Deb Tock and the C for K Committee

Join us for worship! Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. in person or by live stream. You can find
the link on our website: www.dwightumc.org, Worship With Us Tab, scroll down to the live
stream. The videos will be posted to YouTube no later than Tuesday
following the Sunday Service.

Join our Facebook Group at: Dwight United Methodist Church. Find out
information on the Sunday services as well as information on upcoming church
events.
Opt in to receive texts from One Call from the church. Text ALERT to 22300. If you need
assistance, contact the Church Office.
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Lexie Reed
Glenn Seabert
Jan Hoffman
Jake Burkhart
Martie Gannaway
Marissa Hoffman
Makenzie Mullaney
Stephani Hoegger
Gladys Christopher
Jerry Curtis
Dan Kilmer
Linda Long
Westley Beasley
Randy Fransen
Paul Arnold
Jennifer Cracco
John Geschwind
Jacob Small
Dave Bossert
Stinnett Gettinger Jr
Jorden Partney
RJ Gall
Jill Mann
Julie Riggen
Mary Seabert
Paul Seabert

12/14

Randy & Beth Fransen

12/16

Jerry & Carolyn Curtis

12/20

Roger & Renee Haacke

12/21

Fred & Janet Drake

12/29

Myra & Steve Starks

