Our Mission . . .
“Connecting
people with
Jesus Christ.”

Our Vision . . .
“To grow and

July 2021

send followers
who love and
serve like Jesus
and give hope
to our
community.”

We strive to . . .
▪ Show people
Jesus in our
daily lives
▪ Tell people
about Jesus’
love for them
▪ Provide easy
ways for
people to
learn about
Jesus
▪ Help people
apply what
they learn to
daily life

“If the Son sets you free,
you are truly free.”
John 8:36

Fireworks, food, family gatherings—these are some of the pleasant associations that many of
us have in our minds when we think about the Fourth of July. One of our first memories of living in
Dwight was enjoying the fireworks last year. It was the first time we met some of you. Paul and I
really enjoy fireworks and with everything being canceled last year, we were so grateful Dwight still
had them. How wonderful that our church is the go-to place to watch! We also went to Pontiac and
enjoyed their display as well.
There is, of course, one component of this holiday that rises above all the rest—freedom. As
Independence Day approaches, most of us are mindful and thankful of the blessing of freedom that
we enjoy as Americans.
The people who led our nation’s drive for independence sought liberty from specific tyrannies
like “taxation without representation.” They did not, however, favor liberty that was absolute and
unchecked. They were firmly convinced in a connection between the rule of law and the
preservation of true liberty.
An example about freedom kept in check by the law has to do with the swinging of one’s fist.
If it makes me happy to swing my fist, I have a right to do that. But my right to swing my fist ends at
the tip of my neighbor’s nose. As neighbors and citizens, we engage in a balancing act between our
individual freedoms and the good of the community. It is the same in the life of the Church.
The liberties that the Founding Fathers sought are akin to the concepts of grace and freedom
that are central themes in the New Testament. The Apostle Paul wrote about freedom from specific
things—fear of death, for example. But even as he celebrated this freedom, Paul sternly warned
about the potential abuse of it and other freedoms. “Since God grace has set us free from the law,
does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not!” (Romans 6:15) The Apostle Paul taught that
grace elevates and recreates the one who receives it. The recipient of grace lives in freedom, not
freedom to do whatever one wants to do, but freedom to love and serve others in Jesus’ name.
Let us celebrate the freedom we enjoy as Americans. And let us thank God for the spiritual
freedom we are given that runs far deeper and matters for eternity. May we use all our freedoms for
His glory!
Blessings,
Pastor Mary

You can contact Pastor Mary by email at revmary@dwightumc.org, call/text at (309)621-3284 or at the
Office at (815)584-3420.

Office Hours: Monday- Thursdays 9 a.m. -Noon. Office is closed on Fridays.

VBS In- Person VBS is Coming!
Hear ye, Hear ye! At this time, we are planning on in-person VBS here at Dwight United Methodist
Church! The dates of VBS will be Monday, July 12th – Friday, July 16th from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. The
theme will be Knight of North Castle. VBS will be open to children who have completed K through 5th
grade. Daily children will hear and participate in exciting Bible stories, do exciting science experiments, sing
great songs, make tasty snacks, and do memorable crafts. Registration will be required. Registration is
open and available on our website at www. dwightumc.org. Sign up today! There is no cost for
children to attend VBS. Masks will be at parent discretion. We will have masks available for children but will
not require children or volunteers to wear them. Please be sure to also check out our revised needed
supplies donation list and help provide the items. Donations may be brought to the church and placed in the
VBS tub outside the office. Also please check out our snack donation list. Nonperishable items may be
brought at any time. Perishable items should come the Friday before VBS. Contact Stacey at
staceydwightumc.org for additional information or for help with questions.
Workday Wednesday on July 7th from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. This will be a time of preparing decorations,
craft and science packets. It is also a good time of fellowship. All materials are provided and no special
skills are required. Arrangements can also be made to pick up materials to work on at home at times of your
convenience. Also All hands on deck Friday, July 9th, Saturday, July 10th, and Sunday July 11th to set
up and decorate. Times will be as follows: Friday, July 9th from 8:00 a.m.-12:00, Saturday, July 10th
from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and Sunday, July 11 from 11:30 a.m. until finished.

VBS Volunteer Job Descriptions and Positions Still Needed
➢ Renaissance Recreation Station Leader – Repeats the Daily Castle Callout and the Banner Bible Verse,
Ephesians 6:10; leads exciting games that have a Biblical tie in to daily story and knights and castle theme.
This person will move from classroom to classroom and will work with all children each day. Activities will be
done outside as weather permits.
➢ Castle Guides – Castle Guides will be assigned to a set age group of children for the week. The castle guide
will sit with those children during opening and closing and will be with them in their designated room for the
week. Castle Guides do not have to prepare lessons or materials. A Castle guide is a friend and a helper who
is responsible for drawing kids into discussion, asks questions, and supports station leaders.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Volunteers are Needed! To volunteer, visit our webpage at www.dwightumc.org
and register or speak with Stacey via e-mail at stacey@dwightumc.org or by calling 815-584-3420 or
815 -210-4918.

VBS Decoration, Craft, and Science Supply Donation List

3 rolls of duct tape
2 rolls of packing or shipping tape
2 rolls of masking tape
1 packs large thin paper plates
25 sheets 8 ½ by 11 black fun foam
Several packages of silver sequins
1 bottles dish soap
1 box of toothpicks
25 empty cereal boxes
8 rolls of aluminum foil
3 balls twine
6 boxes 13 count gallon Glad zipper bags
6 boxes zipper sandwich baggies
2 packages of jumbo craft sticks
2 plastic toy crowns
50 bottle caps from water or pop bottles
3 large sponges
50 canning jar rings and lids
1 box of instant rice
3 bags of beans any kind
Items to Borrow
Multiple skinny or pencil Christmas trees,
For borrowed items, please make sure your names or on the items so they may be properly returned.

VBS Snack Donation List
4 boxes of strawberry toaster pastries
3 tubs of white frosting
3 boxes of Teddy Grahams
2 containers of red, yellow, and orange sprinkles
5 boxes of graham crackers
2 bags of small stick pretzels
2 bags regular marshmallows
2 bags mini marshmallows
2 bags “Cheerio” like cereal
2 19 ounce bags of M&M’s
2 12 cans of raisins
1 large box of Goldfish
2 large boxes of Cheese Its

4 loaves of white bread
3 packages American Cheese slices
3 packages of black forest ham lunch meat

In Christ,
Stacey Stefanski, Director of Ministries with Children and Youth

PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID 19 - All future dates are tentative pending Federal & State Guidelines

We are back in the Sanctuary for in-person worship! Join us Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. in
person wearing a mask and practicing social distancing or by live stream. You can find the link on
our website: www.dwightumc.org, Worship With Us Tab, scroll down to the live stream. The
videos will be posted to YouTube no later than Tuesday following the Sunday Service.

Baptism of Carson Brooks Mausehund June 13, 2021

Opt in to receive texts from One Call from the church. Text ALERT to 22300. If you need
assistance, contact the Church Office.
YAGOS – Will meet July 17, 2021 at Sherwood Oaks,1571 Division Street in Morris Illinois
at 6 PM. Allen and Jane Hoffman are hosting. Please call 815-584-3571 by Wednesday
July 14 to let them know you will be attending.
2021 Giving Envelopes are available in the entrance by the front doors. Please call the church
office or come by Monday – Thursday 9- Noon, to pick them up. The July/August Upper Rooms
are also available in the entrance by the Sanctuary doors.
Join our Facebook Group at: Dwight United Methodist Church. Find out information
on the Sunday services as well as information on upcoming church events.

7/01
7/02
7/03
7/03
7/04
7/06
7/06
7/08
7/08
7/09
7/09
7/10

Andrew Braga
Shari Hoegger
Parker Braga
Kris Farris
Rob Pulver
Renee Haacke
Jessica Rich
Brooklyn Becker
Linda Olson
Pat Rieke
Noah Trainor
Jake Partney

7/01 Clay & Lindsey Watters
7/03 David & Carol Siebert
7/05 Randall & Judy Farris
7/09 Keith & Mary Pokarney
7/11 Scott & Sarah Sancken
7/15 Joe & Sandy Kokaly
7/18 Rodney & Maureen Carlson

7/12 Barbara Christensen
7/14 Vicki Thomas
7/15 Timothy Horton
7/16 Andrea Boggs
7/16 Maureen Carlson
7/16 Carter Christenson
7/16 Lisa Farris
7/16 Bruce Richardson
7/19 Roger Haacke
7/20 Sharon Doyle
7/21 David Siebert
7/22 Dave Nelson

7/22
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/30
7/31

Larry Seabert
Chris Brown
Mark Scott
Blair Kodat
Bo Partney
Chuck Trainor

7/21 Raymond & Martie Gannaway
7/24 Doug & Kathy Patten
7/27 Bob & Sharon Bossert
7/28 David & Amy Gantzert
7/31 Bo & Christy Partney

