First Sunday after Christmas
December 26, 2021
Lessons and Carols
Dwight United Methodist Church
Dwight, Illinois

Welcome/Announcements
Rev. Mary Arnold

God is good. All the time. All the Time. God is good.
Prelude- Prepare Your Heart for Worship
“How Brightly Beams the Morning Star”
Ellie Bossert

Call To Worship
Lift up your hearts in prayer
We will lift up our voices in praise
Let your eyes rise in expectation and your hands in exultation
For the Lord has drawn near and dwells among us. Praise be to our God!

Worship in Song
*Carol #224 (all verses)
“Good Christian Friends Rejoice”
Refrain: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; Verse One: give
ye heed to what we say; News, news! Jesus Christ is born today! Ox and ass before
him bow, and he is in the manger now, Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
(Repeat Refrain) Verse Two: now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ
was born for this! He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blest forevermore. Christ
was born for this, Christ was born for this! (Repeat Refrain) Verse Three: now ye need
not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls
you all to gain his everlasting hall Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!

Opening Prayer
A Time with the Children
Stacey Stefanski

Celebration Through Offering
“He Is Born, The Holy Child”
Ellie Bossert

*Doxology
Offertory Prayer
Lessons and Carols
Who Jesus Is Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7
Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of
Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when
Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the
sea, will be filled with glory. 2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. For a child is born to
us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice
from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of
the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!
*Carol #229 (all verses)
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
Verse One: Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little
knowing, Christ babe is Lord of all. Swift are winging angles singing, noels ringing,
tidings bringing; Christ the babe is Lord of all. Verse Two: Flocks were sleeping,
shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a
gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: Christ
the babe was born for you.
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Why Jesus Came John 3:16 & 17
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the
world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.

Carol #217 (all verses)
“Away In a Manger”
Verse One: Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his
sweet head The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, a
sleep on the hay. Verse Two: The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord
Jesus, no crying he makes; I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by
my cradle till morning is nigh. Verse Three: Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray; bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

What Jesus Taught Mark 10:42-45
So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it
over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 43 But
among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone
else. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”
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Carol #230 (vs 3 & 4)
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Verse Three: How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts
to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in
this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
Verse Four: O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us, we pray; cast out our sin,
and enter in, be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad
tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

The Resurrection Story Matthew 28:5-7
Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as
he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying. 7 And now, go quickly and
tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to
Galilee. You will see him there. Remember what I have told you.”
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Carol #234 (vs 1 & 3)
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Verse One: O come, all ye faithful, joyful an triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to
Bethlehem. Come and behold him, born the King of angels; Refrain: O come, let us
adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Verse Three: Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of
heaven above!

The Life of Faith Romans 5:1-6, 10-11
Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace[a] with
God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith,
Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and
we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 3 We can rejoice, too,
when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens
our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we
know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our
hearts with his love. 6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time
and died for us sinners. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death
of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of
his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because
our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to our great God!

Carol
“Joy To The World (Unspeakable Joy)”
DUMC Praise Band

Verse One: Joy to the world the Lord is come Let earth receive her King Let ev'ry heart
prepare Him room And heaven and nature sing And heaven and nature sing And
heaven and heaven and nature sing Verse Two: Joy to the world the Savior reigns Let
all their songs employ While fields and floods rocks hills and plains Repeat the
sounding joy Repeat the sounding joy Repeat repeat the sounding joy Chorus: Joy
unspeakable joy An overflowing well No tongue can tell Joy unspeakable joy It rises in
my soul Never lets me go Verse Three: He rules the world with truth and grace And
makes the nations prove The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love And
wonders of His love And wonders wonders of His love

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
*Benediction
*Worship in Song
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
DUMC Praise Band

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain Over the hills and ev'rywhere Go tell it on the
mountain That Jesus Christ is born Verse One: While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night Behold throughout the heavens There shone a holy light
(Repeat Refrain) Verse Two: The shepherds feared and trembled When lo above the
earth Rang out the angel chorus That hailed the Savior's birth (Repeat Refrain) Verse
Three: Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn (Repeat Refrain)
Thank you for your continued witness and support of Christ’s work around our
world beginning with our local church. Do not forget to do good and to share
with others, for such sacrifices are pleasing to our great God. (Hebrews 13:16)
You may place your offerings in the plate as it is being passed, in the Offering
containers at the back of the church, give your offering online or mail your gifts
directly to the Church at 701 S. Columbia St., Dwight IL 60420.

