Christmas Eve
December 24, 2021 Service
Dwight United Methodist Church
Dwight, Illinois

Welcome/Announcements
Rev. Mary Arnold

Prelude- Prepare Your Heart for Worship
“Prelude on an American Carol”
Ellie Bossert

Lighting of the Christ Candle
The Irvin Family
Christmas Carol #220 (all verses)
"Angels From the Realms of Glory”
Verse One: Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye
who sang creation story now proclaim Messiah’s birth: Refrain: Come and worship,
come and worshp, worship Christ, the newborn King. Verse Two: Shepherds, in the
field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, God with us is now residing; yonder
shines the infant light: (Repeat Refrain) Verse Three: Sages, leave your
contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; seek the great Desire of nations; ye
have seen his natal star: (Repeat Refrain) Verse Four: Saints, before the altar
bending, watching long in hope and fear; suddenly the Lord, descending, in his
temple shall appear: (Repeat Refrain)
The Christmas Story: The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-7
In those days Caesar Augustus sent out word that the name of every person in the
Roman nation must be written in the books of the nation. 2 This first writing took
place while Quirinius was ruler of Syria. 3 So all the people went to their own cities to
have their names written in the books of the nation. 4 Joseph went up from the town
of Nazareth in the country of Galilee to the town of Bethlehem. It was known as the
city of David. He went there because he was from the family of David. 5 Joseph
went to have his and Mary’s names written in the books of the nation. Mary was

his promised wife and soon to become a mother. 6 While they were there in
Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to give birth to her baby. 7 Her first son was
born. She put cloth around Him and laid Him in a place where cattle are fed.
There was no room for them in the place where people stay for the night.
Worship in Song
“O Come All Ye Faithful”
Christmas Choir
The Christmas Story: The Shepherds Learn of the Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:8-14
8
In the same country there were shepherds in the fields. They were watching their
flocks of sheep at night. 9 The angel of the Lord came to them. The shininggreatness of the Lord shone around them. They were very much afraid. 10 The angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid. See! I bring you good news of great joy which is for
all people. 11 Today, One Who saves from the punishment of sin has been born in
the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. 12 There will be something special for you to
see. This is the way you will know Him. You will find the Baby with cloth around Him,
lying in a place where cattle are fed.”
13
At once many angels from heaven were seen, along with the angel, giving thanks
to God. They were saying, 14 “Greatness and honor to our God in the highest
heaven and peace on earth among men who please Him.”
Worship in Song
“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”
Christmas Choir
The Christmas Story: The Shepherds Go to Bethlehem
Luke 2:15-20
15
The angels went from the shepherds back to heaven. The shepherds said to each
other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see what has happened. The Lord has told
us about this.” 16 They went fast and found Mary and Joseph. They found the Baby
lying in a place where cattle are fed. 17 When they saw the Child, they told what the
angel said about Him. 18 All who heard it were surprised at what the shepherds told
them. 19 But Mary hid all these words in her heart. She thought about them
much. 20 The shepherds went back full of joy. They thanked God for all they had
heard and seen. It happened as the angel had told them.
Message
“In Christ, It Is a Wonderful Life” Rev. Mary Arnold
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Holy Communion
Consecration & Blessing of the Elements
Receiving the Bread and the Cup

Sharing the Light of Christ
*Christmas Carol #239 (all verses)
“Silent Night”
Verse One: Silent Night, holy night, all is calm all is bright round yon virgin mother
and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Verse Two: Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
Verse Three: Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Verse Four: Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let
us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!
*Benediction
*Postlude
“Angels From the Realms of Glory”
Ellie Bossert

Have a safe and blessed Christmas. Join us on Sunday December 26 at
9:30 a.m. for our servive of Lessons and Carols.

