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“This means that anyone who belongs to  
Christ has become a new person. The old life  

is gone; a new life has begun!” 
                                      2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Mission . . . 

“Connecting 
people with 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

Our Vision . . . 

“To grow and 
send followers 
who love and 

serve like Jesus 
and give hope 

to our 
community.” 

 

We strive to . . . 
▪ Show people 

Jesus in our 
daily lives 

▪ Tell people 
about Jesus’ 
love for them 

▪ Provide easy 
ways for 
people to 
learn about 
Jesus 

▪ Help people 
apply what 
they learn to 
daily life 

 



 

 

We begin April in a wonderful way – with Easter! Easter reminds us that all things are possible with 
our God.  Nothing can defeat us when we live in Jesus. Even death, our worst enemy, gives way to Jesus’ 
power. What better gift could we receive?  

How can we live fully into this special gift we have been given? What does it mean for us that we are 
transformed in Christ? That we are a new creation? When we come to accept and receive Jesus into our 
lives as our Lord and our loving Savior, we start living God’s way.  We put fear aside.  We work on trusting 
God’s care for us. We begin to take seriously the command to forgive and start the hard work of healing.  
We work on loving others even those who are hard for us to like. Not easy to be sure, but work that 
transforms and changes us to be more like Christ.   

Our Lenten journey gave us great tools to use in this process.  When we “take 5” by praying and 
worshiping God at least 5 times each day, reading at least 5 verses out of the Bible every day; being kind 5 
times; making sure our money is under God’s control through tithing and looking for 5 extra places to give, 
and sharing our story of faith with 5 people (being sure to share Jesus with them), we know we are living in 
ways that God wants us to.   

Prayer and worship are the foundations of our faith and how we most become like Jesus. Jesus spent 
more time in prayer than He did in any other activity.  He often went away by Himself and prayed. If we want 
to see transformation in our lives it begins with prayer. Prayer can be as simple as saying, “I love You, God, 
Thank You, God.” 

God wants to hear from us as often and as much as we want to share with Him.  Our loving Heavenly 
Father wants us to share all of our lives with Him. Nothing is too insignificant for Him.  Nothing is too 
uncomfortable either. Prayer helps cast out fear. When we know we can talk to God about anything, which 
we can, and when we have been praying on a regular basis, it becomes easier for us to share our fears and 
our dreams. The Holy Spirit will nudge us to go even deeper and as we do, we see we are being 
transformed into the likeness of Jesus.   

We find we are less anxious or angry.  We listen more and understand better.  We love more and 
forgive more quickly. We see the blessings in our lives and find ourselves more content, happier.  Life 
becomes fresh and new again. Even the challenges and dark times don’t overwhelm us or at least not in the 
ways they used to.  People around us are better too.  All because we took time to pray and share our lives 
through Jesus with our great God.  All because we took time to get to know God through His Word.  All 
because we decided to try doing things God’s way instead of ours.  

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6 Seek God’s will in 
all you do, and He will show you which path to take.” Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT     

Blessings,  
Pastor Mary     
 

You can contact Pastor Mary by email at revmary@dwightumc.org, call/text at (309)621-3284 or at the 
Office at (815)584-3420. Fridays are her day off.  

 
               Office Hours:  Monday- Thursdays 9 a.m. -Noon. The Office is closed on Fridays.      
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Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids 

Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids will meet in-person altogether on April 7th, April 14th, April 21st, April 28th, 
May 5th and will conclude for the school year on May 12th.  Registration is still open for all ages K-6th 
grade.  Register today at www.dwightumc.org.     
.  

R.E.A.L/Ignite 
R.E.A.L and Ignite Youth Groups will meet in- person weekly on April 7th, April 14th, April 21st, April 
28th, May 5th, May 12th, and will conclude for the school year on May 19th.  Our theme for April will 
be Jesus’ Parables.  YouVersion Bible Plans will be “Stories” and “The Parables of Jesus.” Registration 
is open to all 7th-12th graders.   Register online at www.dwightumc. today. 
 
Kids Klub/R.E.A.L Kids and R.E.A.L/Ignite leader’s meeting will be on March 1thth at 11:30 a.m.  
 

VBS 
VBS plans are underway for an in-person VBS this year!  VBS will be following current CDC guidelines 
as well as our Bishop’s recommendations.  We will make updates as those polices change. The dates 
will be July 12th – July16th from 9:00 am- 12:00 pm.  The theme will be Knights of North Castle.  VBS 
will be open to children who have completed K-5th grade.  Registration will be open online at 
www.dwightumc.org on April 12th.  Leaders and helpers are needed to make this ministry possible!  
Volunteer forms will also be available online at www.dwightumc.org. You may also register over the 
phone at by calling the church at 815-584-3420.  All volunteers 18 years old and older must have a 
completed background check to work with the children.  There will not be a cost to families for VBS. 
Contact Stacey at stacey@dwightumc.org if you have any questions.  Please join us in this quest to 
learn about Jesus! 

 
In Christ, 
Stacey Stefanski, Director of Ministries with Children and Youth 
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PLEASE NOTE:  Due to COVID 19 - All future dates are tentative pending Federal & State Guidelines 
 
We want to thank Patti Huffman for the 12 years of faithful and devoted service she has given to our 
church. Patti and her family have been a special blessing to us and we wish her all the best in her future 
endeavors.  We welcome Jodi Silvola as our new Treasurer.  Jodi has extensive experience in 
bookkeeping and accounting and we are thankful the Lord has brought her to us.  Jodi attends the 10:30 
a.m.  worship service. If you get a chance, welcome Jodi to her new position.   

 
We are also very blessed that Anne Babich, our Office Manager, has a bookkeeping background including 
church bookkeeping and has been able to assume many of Dee Hanner’s responsibilities.  Dee was our 
Financial Secretary for over 35 years.  Jordan Hoffman, Chair Finance, with a select group of volunteers 
have assumed the responsibility of counting and depositing the offering. We appreciate everyone stepping 
up to fill the void left when the Lord called our beloved Dee home.   

 
YAGOS – Will meet April 17, 2021 at Pontiac Family Kitchen at 6:00 PM.  Hostesses are Barb Christensen 
and Carol Hemenover.  Please call either Barb (815-584/1637) or Carol (815-584-2959) by April 12, 2021. 

 
Leta Leach wants to thanks everyone for your prayers and concern during this lengthy time of recovery. 
Please continue to pray for Leta until she is healed and able to back with us in worship.  
 
  
2021 Giving Envelopes are available in the entrance by the front doors. The Upper Rooms are available 
the Sanctuary doors.   Printed copies of the Newsletter and bulletins are also there if you or anyone you 
know would like them.  
 

Thank You!  I would like to thank everyone who sent well wishes and dishes of food (Yum, Yum) during my 
time of Lee’s death.  It was so appreciated by the whole family.  It’s so heartwarming to know you have such 
great friends!  I will see you all soon.  As ever yours, Gladys Christopher and family. 

 

Join us Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. in person w/ mask or by live stream. You can find the link on our 
website: www.dwightumc.org, Worship With Us Tab, scroll down to the live stream.  The videos will be 
posted to YouTube no later than Tuesday following the Sunday Service.  

 

 Friend us on Facebook at: Dwight United Methodist Church 

 

 

Opt in to receive texts from One Call from the church. Text ALERT to 22300.  If you need assistance, 
contact the Church Office.  
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4/01 Gib Nielsen 
4/03 Kathy Kissiar 
4/04 Olivia Bond 
4/04 Carolyn Curtis 
4/04 Shirley Lucus 
4/05 Mary Delheimer 
4/07 Hasani Branch 
4/08 David Boggs 
4/08 Amy Gantzert 
4/08 Van Patten 
4/09 Mitchell Fransen 
4/10 Troy Anderson 
4/11 Lilly Zehr   
4/13 Ralph Bissey 

4/13 Cheyenne Dennis 
4/13 Susie Goodwin 
4/13 Del Hancock 

 4/14 Susan Carrasco 
4/16 Ryan Kaiser 
4/17 Brayden Wilkins 
4/18 Quinn Bossert 
4/19 Jim Wahl 
4/20 Taylor Anderson  
4/20 Eric Scheuer  
4/22 Reid Hoegger 
4/22 Joy Meister. 
4/23 Sarah Sancken 
4/24 Rylie Bond 

4/24 Jennifer Christenson 
4/24 Jason Zehr 
4/26 Clay Watters 
4/27 Tracer Brown 
4/27 Matthew Mausehund 
4/27 Joe Scott 
4/29 Mary Ann Denker 
4/30 Kassy Kodat 
    
     

 

 
 
 



 
 

4/08 John & Phyllis Gerschwind 4/12 Tom & Becky Christenson 
4/24 Dave & Ellie Bossert 4/25 Richard & Susan Faust 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 





 


