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“Choose this day whom you will serve.  As for 
me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

Joshua 24:15 
  

   

 
 

 

Our Mission . . . 

“Connecting 
people with 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

Our Vision . . . 

“To grow and 
send followers 
who love and 

serve like Jesus 
and give hope 

to our 
community.” 

 

We strive to . . . 
▪ Show people 

Jesus in our 
daily lives 

▪ Tell people 
about Jesus’ 
love for them 

▪ Provide easy 
ways for 
people to 
learn about 
Jesus 

▪ Help people 
apply what 
they learn to 
daily life 

 



 

We are a few weeks into the Lenten season.  How are you doing?  I started off strong even with a few 
challenges and temptations. For me, the setbacks come not so much in the face of adversity but through the 
mundaneness that everyday life can hold. The pile of laundry, the carpet that needs vacuumed, the kind of 
tasks that are not hard nor challenging but aren’t very stimulating to me. The dullness can bleed over into 
other areas. Pretty soon I find myself not doing what I had set out to do. Then I find it more difficult to stay 
the course. Maybe you have the same struggles. Leaning into the season of Lent can help.  If we can take 
up the Lenten challenges of worship and prayer, we will find it easier to get back on track in other areas of 
our lives.   

When we make the effort to gather for worship with other Christians in person or online, we feed our 
souls which blesses our whole lives. When we practice individual worship through prayer, we feed our souls 
and find ourselves able to tackle other challenges in our lives. When we become people who are more 
grateful, we find our overall health improved. Our hands are our guide.   

First make the effort to worship at least once a week with other Christians. Next using your hands 
take up the challenge to pray 5 times a day and list 5 things you are grateful for. Prayer can be as simple as 
saying, “I love You, God” and “Thank You, God.” Take the challenge and see how different your life is when 
your soul is fed. It impacts your entire life for the good.  

The other areas we are going to be looking at during Lent include: Study: the importance of listening 
and paying attention; Serving; Giving; and Sharing. Because we have been so blessed, we then can offer 
blessing to others and invite them to meet our great God.  

Jesus speaks of the final judgement in several places. The one that is perhaps most familiar is 
Matthew 25:31-46. It records Jesus message of the Judgement. As we care for the least of these around us, 
we are caring for Jesus. Another one that concerns and puzzles me is in Matthew 7:21-23. It is at the end of 
the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus proclaims not everyone who says to Him, “Lord, Lord” will enter the 
Kingdom, only the one who does the will of God the Father. Those who do not will be told, “I never knew 
you; go away.” How is that God, Who is all knowing, does not know them?  Because they never let God into 
their hearts and lives.   

Our relationship with God is initiated by Holy Spirit and made possible through Jesus. It is up to us to 
live into it. We are never forced but we must participate. It is a relationship built on love and trust. If we 
refuse to take steps to share ourselves with God and let God deeper into our lives, we will miss the great 
finale. And we miss a great deal of blessing here on earth.  Worship and prayer are how we share ourselves 
with God and how we experience God in new and powerful ways. Simply saying “Thank You” and “I love 
You” God, open our hearts. Then we can say as David did in Psalm 139:1 “O LORD, You have searched me 
and You know me.” 

How wonderful it is to know God and be known by Him!  That is a gift Lent can give us. Join us as we 
live out God’s love together.  

Blessings,  
Pastor Mary     
 

You can contact Pastor Mary by email at revmary@dwightumc.org, call/text at (309)621-3284 or at the 
Office at (815)584-3420. 

 
               Office Hours:  Monday- Thursdays 9 a.m. -Noon. The Office is closed on Fridays.      
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Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids 

As of now Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids will meet in-person on March 3rd which is an A day.  We are 
waiting to add additional dates pending the school’s 4th quarter scheduling.  All children both A and B 
will meet together. Our lesson will focus on peace and Lent.  There will not be any Kids Klub on 
Wednesday, March 31st because of Spring Break.  We have space available in all age classes K-6th and 
would love to share Jesus with more children.  Please go online to register at www.dwightumc.org.     
.  

R.E.A.L/Ignite 
R.E.A.L and Ignite Youth Groups will meet weekly in – person on March 3rd, 10th, March 17th, and 
March 24th.  There will not be R.E.A.L/Ignite on March 31st because of Spring Break.    Our theme for 
March will be Lent and preparing for Easter as well as looking at spiritual gifts.  Weekly lessons will 
be the “Suffering Servant”, “Betrayed and Beaten”, “Jesus Died for Us”, and “Risen from the Dead.”  
YouVersion Bible Plans are “The Miracle of Jesus”, “The Easter Story”, “Why Easter?”, and 
“Experience Easter, Joining Jesus’s Journey.” We would love to welcome more youth to join us.   
Registration is open to all 7th-12th graders.   Register online at www.dwightumc. today. 
 
Kids Klub/R.E.A.L Kids and R.E.A.L/Ignite leader’s meeting will be on March 7th at 11:30 a.m.   

VBS 
Initial planning for VBS is underway.   Specific updated details and information will be made available 
as soon as possible.    
 
In Christ, 
Stacey Stefanski, Director of Ministries with Children and Youth 
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Thank you to Sandy Kokaly for decorating our Cross! The poinsettias are for Jesus’ birth; the 
Crown of thorns for His death on the Cross; the hearts for His love for us all! 

 



 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Due to COVID 19 - All future dates are tentative pending Federal & State Guidelines 
We are back in the Sanctuary for in-person worship! Join us Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. in 

person wearing a mask and practicing social distancing or by live stream. You can find the link on 

our website: www.dwightumc.org, Worship With Us Tab, scroll down to the live stream.  The 

videos will be posted to YouTube no later than Tuesday following the Sunday Service.  
 

Thank you to those who have been helping around the church changing light bulbs, setting 

timers, clearing snow including: Randall Farris, Tom Christenson, Bill Wilkins, Jr. Wilson, Dave 

Bossert. You are appreciated! 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the love collection for Dee Hanner. She really appreciates 

all of your kindness and generosity.   
 
Thank you to all, for prayers, cards, and calls during my chemo treatments, surgery, and time at 
home. Phyllis and I appreciate the support from our church family and friends. John Geschwind 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Aubrey Jean Harvey was born on Feb. 17 to Josh Harvey and Terra Eplin. Her grandmother is 

Marijean Fialko and great grandmother is Eileen Turner.  
 

James Jewett McGlocklin was born on Feb. 20, to Matt and Jill McGlocklin.  His grandparents are 

Randy & Vicki Thomas and great grandmother is Glenda Kutos.  
 

Kayla Kodat joined the 1000 point club at Dwight High School! 
 

GOOD JOB CHURCH!  The Roof Loan is paid in full!!!!!! All additional monies collected will go 
to the Building Fund.   
 

Snow removal has already doubled what was budgeted.  Consider making a Lenten love gift to 
help cover these additional costs.    
 

Opt in to receive texts from One Call from the church. Text ALERT to 22300.  If you need 
assistance, contact the Church Office.  

 

We are using “The Walk, Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life” by Adam 

Hamilton for our guide and reference during Lent.  I encourage you to get a copy to use 

for your own devotions and study or with a small group.  If you need help ordering a 

copy, please contact me and I will assist you. Pastor Mary 

The March - April Upper Rooms are available in the entrance by the Sanctuary doors.  

Administrative Council will meet March 23 at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

http://www.dwightumc.org/


Join our Facebook Group at: Dwight United Methodist Church. Find out information 
on the Sunday services as well as information on upcoming church events.  
 

From Livingston County Special Services Unit Regarding Spring Preschool Screening:  We have 
received a letter from Kim Cox, LCSSU Preschool Screening Coordinator.  She has asked that we 
post the dates of the preschool screenings.  The schedule of these screenings with phone numbers 
is posted on the board in the Narthex.  For Dwight school #232 the dates are March 4 and March 
5, 2021.  The phone number to call to schedule an appointment is 815-584-6278 or 815-584-6254.  
These developmental screenings are free and open to children from birth to 5 years of age.  Please 
call Kim Cox at 815-844-5749 if you have any questions or need further information.  
 
Dan Voigts has asked that all mail for his mother Jean Voigts be sent to:  Jean Voigts c/o Dan 
Voigts, 121 Taylor St., Dwight, IL 60420.  Thank you!  
 
 
  

  

Easter Celebrations 

Easter Egg Hunt Palm Sunday, March 28th outside at 11:45 a.m. here at Dwight UMC.  We will be 

collecting individually wrapped candy for eggs or prepacked eggs with candy through March 21st. 

A basket is outside the Office for your donations. Kids - please bring your own baskets.  We will 

have some bags available if needed.   

Maundy Thursday here at Dwight UMC, Thursday April 1 at 7 p.m.  

Community Good Friday Service online only at Noon, Friday April 2.  It will be shown at the New 

Life Assembly Facebook page and at Rev. Randy Randle’s Facebook page.  We will post links on 

our website and Facebook pages too. This is sponsored by the Dwight Ministerial Association and 

Rev. Chrissy Salser. 

Easter Services Sunday April 4th at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

Due to Covid there is no Sunrise service and no breakfast. 



 
 

3/01 Janet Drake 
3/02 Brittany Broadwater 
3/03 Donald Scott 
3/04 Kathy Patten 
3/06 Harold Bissey 
3/06 Rosie Miller 
3/07 Harrison Stec 
3/08 Glenda German 
3/09 Marvin Hilti 
3/09 Shani Robinson 
3/10 Cloceal Holman 
3/12 Samuel Edwards 
3/12 Linda Stevens   

3/13 Mary Arnold 
3/13 Mervin Madsen 
3/13 Bill Wilkey 
3/18 Bill Hoffman 

 3/18 Colin Olsen 
3/18 Kyler Starks 
3/19 Mary Pokarney 
3/20 Josh Eitenmiller 
3/21 Vivian Boundy 
3/22 Cheryl Condon  
3/23 Nolan Hoffman  
3/23 Marilyn Maskel 
3/23 Terry Wilkey Jr. 

3/24 Justin Seabert 
3/25 Iris Cregar 
3/26 Docia Hancock 
3/26 Austin Holland 
3/27 Jean Voigts 
3/29 Valerie Larson 
3/31 Cari Horton 
3/31 Leta Leach 
    

     
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3/05 Dan & Amber Tarnowski            3/15 Rodney & Kristy Kodat 3/21 David & Marilyn Maskel 
 
3/23 Keith & Rosie Miller                    3/26 Don & Marjeana Fialko      3/29 Jim & Pam Wahl 
 
  
 
 

         
        

Don’t forget to change your clocks forward 1 hour on Sunday March 14 for Daylight Savings time.   





 


