Our Mission . . .
“Connecting
people with
Jesus Christ.”

Our Vision . . .

January 2021

“To grow and
send followers
who love and
serve like Jesus
and give hope
to our
community.”

We strive to . . .
▪ Show people
Jesus in our
daily lives
▪ Tell people
about Jesus’
love for them
▪ Provide easy
ways for
people to
learn about
Jesus
▪ Help people
apply what
they learn to
daily life

“May He equip you with all you need for doing
His will. May He produce in you, through the
power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is
pleasing to Him. All glory to Him forever and
ever! Amen.” Hebrews 13:21

Even in the midst of the COVID Pandemic, people of faith still celebrated the birth of Jesus. We
joined with angels and shepherds in singing praise and sharing the message of hope and wonder with the
world. Lifelong saints—Simeon and Anna were waiting in expectation when Jesus’ family came to dedicate
Him at the Temple. Travelers appeared bearing gifts of great worth, their journey led by a star God placed in
the sky. These gifts were needed. The evils of this world do not end just because Jesus has been born.
Jesus lived in a dangerous world. The ruler of that land, King Herod was bent on murdering the King
of the Jews. What power does a working-class family have against him? Like us, they have the power of
God on their side. God doesn’t work by destroying our enemies. Instead, God provides solutions and
alternatives in dreams and visions to guide us on the safe and right path.
Joseph was told to flee to Egypt, and once again he takes decisive action. He listened to his dreams
and it changed everything thing for baby Jesus. The Holy Family went to a foreign land to be safe. They
returned after King Herod died.
A New Year is upon us. How we will live into it? As people of fear or as people of faith? People of
faith seek God’s direction and guidance. People of faith listen and take action. People of faith move beyond
fear. We have to face it, take a deep breath, exhale and move forward to get beyond on it.
Most of us will not face a grave, imminent threat like Joseph and Mary did. But we will have threats
and challenges. Just like Joseph, we are not powerless, God’s people never are. God always equips us
with what we need, just as He did Joseph and Mary.
The arrival of the year 2021 is an opportunity to look forwards and backwards. 2020 has been a
difficult year. Some have done better than others. Each of us, regardless of our circumstances are invited
to number our days. We look back and reflect over the year that is past. How have we been blessed? What
have we gained? What have we lost? Where are we headed in 2021? What course correction might we
need to make?
God gave humanity a great gift at creation: Free Will. Most of us have the ability to greatly impact the
quality of our own lives, often through simple changes. Simple changes make large impacts if we do them
consistently. Not easy, but certainly not impossible.
We will never merely drift into God’s best for our lives. Decisive action will be required, illumined with
wisdom from the same God who empowered the deliverance of Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus. That
wisdom is available to us in God’s Word. When we make the Bible an integral part of our lives through
reading and studying it, we find God’s promises and God’s direction. We become emboldened and
strengthen to do what needs to be done.
Let 2021 be a year of bold, decisive action, centered upon God’s Word and God’s will for our lives.
Let us uncover how God is keeping His promises in our lives and impacting our world for good through His
people - us.
Blessings,
Pastor Mary
You can contact Pastor Mary by email at revmary@dwightumc.org, call/text at (309)621-3284 or at the
Office at (815)584-3420.

Office Hours: Monday- Thursdays 9 a.m. -Noon. Office is closed on Fridays.

Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids
Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids next YouTube video will be on Wednesday, January 6th . You can find us on
YouTube by going to Dwight UMC and then Kids Klub. Mailbox and porch deliveries of activity
packets will also take place on January 6th We are continuing to work our way through the Fruit of
the Spirits. We have done joy and peace. We will be starting with patience in January. We
encourage our families to also join our Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids at DUMC Facebook Group Page.
This is a great place to post pictures and comments and gives us a chance to interact with our
families. It is not too late to register online at www.dwightumc.org if you would like for your
children to participate in our K-6th grade program. Viewing YouTube of course is available to anyone,
but in order to add your family to our activity box delivery system, please register. The next Kids Klub
will be on January 20th. We will let you know if that will be in person or on YouTube as the time gets
closer and decisions are made.

R.E.A.L/Ignite
R.E.A.L and Ignite Youth Groups will meet via the website at www. dwightumc.org. Our next lesson
will be on January 6th. Our theme for January will be purpose. We will be learning to be More Like
Him, What’s the Point, Serving on Purpose, and Living Out Our Purpose. We have a virtual Bitmoji
youth room. Be sure to check it out. Our YouVersion Bible Study Plan will be Finding the Purpose 6
days, Finding God’s Will for My Life 5 days, Finding Purpose in Your Passion 4 days, and Ephesians:
How to Live Like Jesus 17 days. Registration is open to all 7th-12th graders. Register online at
www.dwightumc. today.
In Christ,
Stacey Stefanski, Director of Ministries with Children and Youth

PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID 19 - All future dates are tentative pending Federal & State Guidelines

The Bishop has canceled all in-person worship until further notice. We are now recording and
posting to YouTube. The live stream will not work so please go to YouTube to watch the service.
You can find the link on our website: www.dwightumc.org.
Congratulations to our honor students for 2019-2020 School year! The complete list was in last
week’s “The Paper.”

Opt in to receive texts from One Call from the church. Text ALERT to 22300. If you need
assistance, contact the Church Office.
YAGOS – Need Information
We collected $2025 this fall for Masha and Caleb Ellis with Lifesong ministries serving in India.
Good job church!

Thank you from Glenda German: Thank you so much for the phone calls and prayers. All were
greatly appreciated.
2021 Giving Envelopes are available. Please call the church office or come by Monday – Wednesday
9- Noon, to pick them up. The January- February Upper Rooms are also available
Monday Night Bible Study: Will not meet again until January 11, 2021 at 6:30PM.
Ruth Bosman’s new address: 215 E. Washington St., RM #134, Pontiac, IL 61764. Right now, she
does not have a phone in her room, but you can call (815) 844-6131 and the staff will take a
phone to her.

On behalf of the staff, we want to say Thank you to our wonderful and generous Church family
for the Staff Christmas gifts. Giving is a true reflection of our faith. We give because we know the
blessings God has given us and we trust God’s care and provision in the future. THANK YOU
Church, for living your faith!!!
Join our Facebook Group at: Dwight United Methodist Church. Find out information
on the Sunday services as well as information on upcoming church events.
New Confirmation Class starting. Pastor Mary will be starting another Confirmation Class soon.
If you have youth Jr. High/High School who are interested in being confirmed into the life of the
church, please send their schedules to Pastor Mary by January 12th,, revmary@dwightumc.org

Thank you to everyone who supported Christmas for Kids and Love Boxes, especially those who
organized and coordinated these wonderful outreaches! Good job everyone for bringing the love
and joy of Jesus to our community especially to families in need. Here are a few pictures.
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Tom Christenson
Kathryn Edwards
Jenny Irvin
Jaime Mellaney
Jill Evert
Jim Humbert
Gabe Seabert
Nena Eitenmiller
Mark Christenson
Jace Gall
Shirley Holzhauer
Steve Boundy
Chris Rieke

1/13 Dan Tarnowski
1/14 Twangie Smith
1/14 Ruth Woods
1/15 Pat Hankins
1/16 Kathleen Johnson
1/17 Jacob Wilkey
1/19 Tracy Anderson
1/19 Austin Haacke
1/19 Lisa Hillman
1/20 Rodney Connor
1/20 Susan Faust
1/20 Julie Marx
1/21 Don Fialko
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Ruth Bosman
David Gantzert
Anya Seabert
Avery Scheuer
Jerry Curl
Marjeana Fialko
Cathy Herr
Scott Sancken
Dustin Fawley

1/07 Dan & Erin Kilmer

1/25 Gary & Julie Marx

1/31 Bill & Jeanette Wilkey

