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Welcome/Announcements 

Rev. Mary Arnold 

     God is good. All the time. All the time, God is good. 

 

Prelude- Prepare Your Heart for Worship 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

Ellie Bossert 
             

Call to Worship: Lighting of the Advent Candle Hope 

The Mausehund Family  
 

*Hymn #196  

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”   

Verse One: 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears 

and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.  Israel’s strength and 

consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of 

every longing heart. 

Verse Two: 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us 

forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  By thine own eternal spirit rule in 

all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious 

throne.    



 

Opening Prayer (Unison) 

Our loving Heavenly Father, as we remember Your promises and Your 

faithfulness, prepare us through this holy season of Advent to live as 

people filled with praise because of our great hope in the baby born so 

long ago, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

Come Lord Jesus, come. 

 

Reception of Erin Anderson as a New Member  

 

       
 

       Erin Anderson 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, through confirmation, we renew the covenant declared 

at our baptism, acknowledge what God is doing for us, and affirm our commitment to 

Christ’s holy church.   

Presentation of Candidates: 

I present Erin Anderson for confirmation. 

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith: 

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, 

and repent of your sin? I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to 

people of all ages, nations, and races? I do. 

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s holy 

church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? 

 I will. 

Reception into the Local Congregation 

 As members of this congregation will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your 

prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness? I will. 



 

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your 

commitment to Christ? We do. 

Will you nurture one another in Christian faith and life and include Erin now before you 

in your care? 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the 

example of Christ.  We will surround Erin with a community of love and 

forgiveness, that she may grow in her trust of God, and be found faithful in her 

service to others.  We will pray for her, that she may be a true disciple who walk 

in the way that leads to life. 
 

Remember your baptism and be thankful. 

Amen. 

Erin Avery Anderson, the Holy Spirit work within you, that having been born through 

water and the Spirit, you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 

Commendation and Welcome: Members of the household of God, I commend Erin to 

your love and care.  Do all in your power to increase her faith, confirm her hope, and 

perfect her in love.   

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in 

Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this 

congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully 

to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ.   

 

Worship in Song 

“Christmas Offering” 

DUMC Praise Band 

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star  

While angels sang to lowly shepherds 

Three wise men seeking truth, they traveled from afar  

Hoping to find the child from heaven 

And falling on their knees they bow before the humble Prince of Peace  

We bring an offering of worship to our King 

No one on earth deserves the praises that we sing Jesus,  



 

may you receive the honor that you're due (the honor that you're due)  

O Lord, I bring an offering to you The sun cannot compare to the glory of 

your love There is no shadow in your presence No mortal man would dare 

to stand before your throne Before the Holy One of heaven It's only by Your 

blood, it's only through Your mercy Lord, I come I bring an offering of 

worship to my King No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing Jesus, 

may you receive the honor that you're due (the honor that you're due) 

O Lord, I bring an offering to you I bring an offering of worship to my king No 

one on earth deserves the praises that we sing Jesus, may you receive the 

honor that you're due (the honor that you're due)  

And O Lord, we bring an offering to you We bring an offering to you 

 We are an offering to you (an offering, of praise we sing) 

(An offering, to you) we are an offering to you, Jesus (An offering, of praise 

we sing) (An offering to you) (we are an offering to you) We are an offering 

of worship to our king No one on earth deserves the praises that we sing 

Jesus, may you receive the honor that you're due (the honor that you're 

due) O Lord, we bring an offering to you 

O Lord, we bring an offering Jesus, my king (my king, my king) an offering 

to you An offering to you (praises that we sing) we bring an offering to you 

(No one deserves) we are an offering to you Oh, Lord, unto the King 

 

A Time with the Children 

Stacey Stefanski 

 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer    

 

Worship in Song 

“O Come All Ye Faithful” 

DUMC Praise Band 

O come all ye faithful Joyful and triumphant  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him Born the King of angels 
Refrain: 



 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 

Sing choirs of angels Sing in exultation O sing all ye citizens  
Of Heaven above Glory to God O glory in the highest 

Repeat Refrain: 
Christ the Lord You are the Lord Yeah Lord, we greet Thee  

Born this happy morning Jesus to Thee be all glory  
Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing 

Repeat Refrain: 
You are the Lord You are the Lord You are the Lord, yeah 

We'll praise Your name forever X3 
Christ the Lord Glory in the highest We'll praise Your name forever We'll 
praise Your name forever We'll praise Your name forever Christ the Lord 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Word of God - Matthew 1:18-21 
18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 

to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was 

still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did 

not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement 

quietly. 20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit. 21 And she will have a Son, and you are to name Him Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.” 

This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “The Unbreakable Gift of Hope” Rev. Mary Arnold 

 

*Closing Praise #211(vs. 1, 2 & 7)  

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  

Verse One: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that 

mourns in lonely exile here until the Sone of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Verse Two: O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far 

and nigh; to us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go.  



 

Repeat Refrain: 

Verse Seven: O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and 

mind.  From dust thou brought us forth to life; deliver us from earthly strife.   

Repeat Refrain: 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude 

“Episode on Truro” 

Ellie Bossert 

 

  Thank you for your continued witness and support of Christ’s work around our 

world beginning with our local church. You may give online or mail your gifts 

directly to the Church: Dwight UMC. 701 S. Columbia St., Dwight, IL 60420. 

  

  


