Our Mission . . .
“Connecting
people with
Jesus Christ.”

Our Vision . . .
“To grow and
send followers
who love and
serve like Jesus
and give hope
to our
community.”

November 2020

We strive to . . .
§ Show people
Jesus in our
daily lives
§ Tell people
about Jesus’
love for them
§ Provide easy
ways for
people to
learn about
Jesus
§ Help people
apply what
they learn to
daily life

“I will give thanks to You, LORD, with all
my heart; I will tell of all Your wonderful
deeds.” Psalm 9:1
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The harvest season brings to my mind the parable of the sower. The work done months before has led to
the yields being harvested now. Weather has played an important part and so has the planting of the seeds. The
Bible records this parable in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. When something is repeated in more than
one Gospel, we are invited to give it extra consideration. This parable has also been called the parable of the soils
because Jesus describes various soils where the seed is scattered.
This kind of planting is very different from the precision accuracy of the crop farming around our area.
Modern equipment can place each seed at an exact depth and spacing for maximum production. We must use
our imagination to see a person with a bag of seed scattering seed as they walk through a field. When we do, we
understand how each seed will land in a different location on different types of soil and environments for
growing. When we think about all the different kinds of people in the world, even in our own church, as well our
own faith journeys, we can see why Jesus would use this parable of different soils to talk about how faith in Him
is received.
I would say Jesus/God’s Kingdom/faith is the seed. It is being planted by the Sower which I would say is
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is casting seeds of faith all over the place because as Jesus told us, God’s Kingdom
is near. Of course, that seed is going to fall here and there and land in all sorts of environments. Some will be
good for growing faith and others will not.
Some will land on a hard path and be snatched up by birds. I used to feel sad for that seed until I realized
what happened to seeds birds eat. Some of it gets deposited other places and grows there! Faith sprouts up in
all sorts of places. God’s Kingdom has come to this earth and God’s Word will accomplish what God has intended.
Some will land on shallow, rocky soil where it will take off and start to grow but be soon wither and die when
hardships come because the roots aren’t very deep. Some will land among weeds like the lure of wealth and the
cares of this world. That seed will get choked out and yield nothing. Some will land on good soil, growing deep
roots and producing a bounty of good fruit.
Out in our yards we can see these examples of how various soils cause seed to grow differently. Try
scattering grass seed and wait to see what happens. Some will grow lush and green, some spots will remain
bare, some will have weeds to contend with. Even in these beautiful fields around Dwight, you will find different
kinds of soils and growing environments. That is why some fields get plowed and prepared now for the spring
planting to help the soil be better able to receive the seed. Some get different kinds of fertilizers and herbicides
put on them at different times. Some even have been tiled. All with the goal of producing the best crop possible
for a good harvest.
What about the soil in our hearts? What kind of reception are we preparing for the Kingdom of God?
What kind of harvest are we hoping and working for? What can we do to better prepare our “soil”? Jesus tells
us what happens to God’s Word, the seed of the Kingdom, when it falls on different hearts. If our hearts are hard
like a path, the seed will be taken somewhere else. If our hearts are full of things that are not of God, lure of
wealth, cares of this world, other thorns like hatred, anger, jealousy, bitterness, lust, envy, etc., the seed will try
to grow but will get choked out and not produce much fruit, if any.
If our hearts are shallow because we haven’t spent anytime considering the things of God, clearing a way
for God to be presence in our lives, God’s Word will sprout. We will be glad to hear God’s Word and will receive

it, but we won’t do anything with what we have heard. It won’t change us in anyway. Soon it will wither and
disappear because there was nothing to help it grow. No effort was put into it at all. But if we allow our hearts
to be tended by God, things that need to be uncovered and removed through repentance and forgiveness; new
nutrients added; the soil tilled up, etc., then when we receive God’s Word it will grow and produce good fruit for
the Kingdom, 30 fold: 60 fold, a 100 fold or much more.
Like a field, our hearts have the opportunity to get planted over and over again. The Sower is often out
scattering seed, sharing Jesus and God’s love with the world and with us. We can prepare our hearts to receive
this Seed by asking God to tend us. We can look closely for rocks and weeds and remove them. We can add
nutrients by coming to church or worshipping online, meeting with a small group, praying and reading the Bible.
We can work on forgiveness and repentance all which soften our hearts and give God’s Seed, Jesus, a good place
to grow in our lives.
I want to labor for things that produce good fruit. I want to see the power of God at work in my life and
live in amazement at the fruit God produces. You and I can impact how that happens by making sure our hearts
are open and ready to receive God’s Word, to receive Jesus and live in His Way. It is not always going to be easy,
but it is also not impossible. And it is so worth it. Just look at a full ear of corn that came from one kernel and
you will know what God can do with you. I want that! Don’t you?
Blessings,
Pastor Mary

You can contact Pastor Mary by email at revmary@dwightumc.org, call/text at
(309)621-3284 or at the Office at (815)584-3420.

Office Hours: Monday- Thursdays 9 a.m. -Noon
Office closed on Fridays.

Kids Klub and R.E.A.L Kids
Kids Klub/R.E.A.L Kids did relaunch and were able to meet in person once. The children and leaders
were excited to reconvene in person after a seven month online only presence. Everyone did very
well with masks and social distancing. Our first story is “The Good Samaritan” which goes with our
overall theme of Kindness. We will be looking at the “Fruit of the Spirit” coming up. We do have
spots available for both A and B days. Children must be preregistered prior to attend. Register

online at www.dwightumc.org. Parents are also invited to join our KidsKlub/R.E.A.L Kids at DUMC
Facebook group.
Reminders: If there is no school due to weather or Covid, then there is no in person Kids
Klub/R.E.A.L Kids. Also on Wednesdays during Kids Klub time, there will be Children at Play signs
posted in the driveway. Please observe the signs and drive slowly and carefully as our children walk
over from the school.

R.E.A.L/Ignite
R.E.A.L and Ignite Youth Groups have been able to meet in person three times. Youth must be
preregistered in order to attend. Register online at www.dwightumc.org. November 4th the lesson
will be “Do You Really Know Him?” The lesson will be based on Matthew 6:9-13. The YouVersion
Bible Study will be “Knowing God’s Heart” (4 days). The lesson for November 11th will be “Keeping
the Focus” and the YouVersion will be “Target, Aiming to Focus on God.” The Biblical reference will
be Matthew 6:33. On November 18th the lesson will be “Follow the Leader and God Deserves our
Thanks.” The scriptures will be Proverbs 3:5-6, and Luke 17: 11-19.
Update: Due to positive staff testing at Dwight Public Schools, Kids Klub/R.E.A.L Kids, R.E.A.L/Ignite
did not meet on October 14th or 21st.
New News: Our church has recently purchased the One Call communication system. Kids Klub and
R.E.A.L Kids will be a sub group. R.E.A.L/Ignite will also be a sub group. This system will allow us to
send messages to all necessary families with one message. It is great if a closure happens, as a
scheduling reminder, or notice of upcoming events. It is a similar system to what the school uses. In
the coming week, families will receive a message. The number will come up as Dwight United
Methodist Church. The message will come as a phone call and/or an email. If you would prefer to
have a text message you will need to type the word ALERT to 22300. More directions will be coming
with the message.
YouTube: We are eagerly working at setting up KidsKlub/R.E.A.L Kids and R.E.A.L/Ignite lessons to
post to the church’s existing YouTube channel. The lessons would be scheduled for regular times of
Wednesdays at 2:00 for Kids Klub/R.E.A.L Kids and R.E.A.L/Ignite at 7:00. Stay tuned for further
information and when we are ready to go.
Kids Klub/ R.E.A.L Kids, R.E.A.L and Ignite Leaders
November 1st, 2020 Regular Leader Meeting at 11:30 am in Cheryl’s room.
Snacks
Kids Klub, R.E.A.L Kids, R.E.A.L/Ignite are in need of juice boxes. A donation tub is available outside
the office. Donations can also be left in the church office. Thank you to those who have generously
donated.

Sunday School
We are in need of volunteers to teach children’s Sunday School. We need at least 2 teachers.
Prayerfully consider if God is putting on your heart sharing Jesus with children. Please contact Stacey
at stacey@dwightumc.org if you can help.
In Christ,
Stacey Stefanski, Director of Ministries with Children and Youth

PLEASE NO TE: D ue to C O VID 19 - All future dates are tentative pending Federal & State
G uidelines

Opt in to receive texts from One Call from the church. Text ALERT to 22300. If you need
assistance, contact the Church Office.
THANK YOU: Our sincerest thanks to all who have called, sent cards and prayed for us.
We are very blessed to be part of this church family! Walter and Kathleen Johnson.

Remember to turn your clocks back one hour this weekend, (Nov. 1 at 2 a.m.) for the Daylight
Savings Time change.
All Saints Sunday is next Sunday Nov. 1. We will be remembering those who have gone on in the
past year including George Hager, Ann Wagner, Lee Christopher, Kane Mountejoy and Bob Long. If
you have other names to add, please contact Pastor Mary. Thank you.
Confirmation Sunday is Nov. 8! We will be receiving 6 youth into full membership on Sunday
Nov. 8th, three at each service. Join us as we welcome our new members and support our youth
and families.
Save the date: The Dwight Ministerial Alliance Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be Sunday
Nov. 22, 7 p.m. here at Dwight UMC. Rev. Grant Speece from First Congregational Church will be
preaching. A special offering will be received for the Dwight Ministerial Association. Masks and
social distancing will be observed.

Salvation Army Bell Ringers needed! Our church is covering the Salvation Army Kettles at
Casey’s, Rt. 66 and Tractor Supply the weekend of November 27, 28 & 29. Your help is needed!
Please sign up for an hour or more by calling Julie Marx (815)584-9051 or signing up at
worship. People of all ages are encouraged to participate. This is a great way to support the
needs of the least of these in our community. All the money collected is given out in Dwight
throughout the coming year. 2020 has been a very difficult year for all us. Help 2021 to be a
brighter year for those who face additional hardships. You may sign up in the Narthex on
Sundays or by calling Julie Marx (815)584-9051.

The Upper Room – November/December issue is available in the narthex.
Trunk or Treat 3-6 p.m. Saturday Oct. 31! Come join the fun, decorate the back of your vehicle
and bring individually wrapped candy/treats for the Trick or Treaters. We will be practicing
social distancing and not serving any refreshments. Sorry! Also, no homemade treats and we
are not collecting candy to give out. We are going to have a great time. Hope to see you here!
Volunteers are needed! A wonderful part of living out our faith as Christians is volunteering
and helping out around the church. This draws us closer to the Lord and to others. We need
people to answer the phone on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 a.m. -10:45 a.m. while we are in
staff meetings. We also need people to help during morning worship with the Audio Visual
booth. If we had 4 or five people for each area, a schedule with a rotation system would be set
up. We have had 2 people volunteer to work in the Office so far! Thank you helpers! Now let’s
fill the AV booth! When you step out in faith and take on a new job for the Lord, He will bless you
and you will be blessing the ministries and outreach here at Dwight UMC. Please contact Pastor
Mary for more information.
Midwest Mission Distribution Center is in need of supplies for hurricane recovery: Home
recovery: any size tools-no electric; shovels(flat, long handled); blankets(new or clean gently
used). Heath recovery: Foldable walkers; wheelchairs; crutches; canes; orthopedic supplies:
walking boots, slings, ace wraps, etc. Hygiene recovery: Household cleaners-no spray bottles 1640 oz.; toothpaste at least 2.5 oz (with long freshness date); dish soap 16-34 oz; Laundry soap
32-64 oz. Bring items to the church and put in east corner by coat rack. We will be collecting
through Nov. 8th. Thank you!
The Dwight Food Pantry - located at the Gothic Church. Open at 1pm every 4th
Wednesday and serving 40 – 60 families each month. Patty Rosenbaum is the Manager.
Thank you for your generous support & donations to this local Mission of cash & food items
filling the baskets in our church lobby. Items needed: Cereal (Frosted Flakes, Sugar Puffs,
etc), jelly, pork and beans, peanut butter, canned tuna & chicken, spaghetti sauce & noodles,
canned spaghetti o’s and ravioli, canned soups, canned vegetables, toilet paper, paper
towels.
YAGOS – Will meet November 21, 2020 at 6:PM at Chenoa Family Restaurant. The
location is just east of the 4 way stop on Rt. 66 and Rt. 24. The hosts are Nancy Evers &
Karen Kehoe. Please call Nancy (815-584-1194) or Karen (815-584-5064) by noon Friday,
the day before.

Christmas For Kids is helping families in need provide gifts for their children again this year.
Volunteers are always needed, and there are several ways you can help!
WE NEED SHOPPERS: On Thursday, November 12th: We will be at the Dwight United Methodist Church
from 10:00 a.m. - approximately 2:00 p.m. distributing Wish Lists we’ve received from the families (you
choose your Wish List to shop for) along with funds and instructions for shopping.
DROP OFF GIFTS: All wrapped and labeled gifts must be dropped off at the Dwight United Methodist
Church on Thursday, December 10th from 11:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. Arrangements can be made for earlier
drop off times if needed.

DELIVERY OF GIFTS: On Saturday, December 12th at 9:00 a.m. Please arrive a few minutes early to the
Dwight United Methodist Church if you can help us deliver the gifts to the families. We do our gift deliveries
with the Love Boxes program (they provide food boxes for families and individuals in Dwight).
MONETARY DONATIONS: If you would like to donate money, please make checks payable to: Christmas
For Kids. Checks or cash can be deposited at any of the Dwight Banks, including SOCU. We have
accounts open for donations all year.
We help children who live with a parent or legal guardian in the Dwight School District and are infant to age
18 (or Senior in High School). Children who are no longer enrolled in school do not qualify. If you know of a
family who needs help, please call: 815-584-2179 (the non-business line at The Paper).
Christmas For Kids would not be possible without your generous donations of your time and money! Thank
you to all who support us in any way!

Ruth Bosman temporary address: Park Pointe Rehab, 1223 Edgewater Dr. Morris, Illinois Room 1104 Bed 2. Her direct phone number is (815)416-6278.
Join our Facebook Group at: Dwight United Methodist Church. Find out information on
the Sunday services as well as information on upcoming church events.

11/01 Allison Wilkey

11/12 Brett Hillman

11/20 Nathan Hoegger

11/02 Doug Patten

11/12 Kim Trainor

11/20 Terry Wilkey

11/03 Shelly Hoffman

11/13 Richard Faust

11/20 Robert Wilson

11/03 Judy Piskule

11/13 Makayla Seabert

11/21 Oakleigh Patten

11/04 Michael Horton

11/14 Dakota Wahl

11/22 Randy Provence

11/04 Ava Meister

11/15 Deb Dorsett

11/23 Samuel Ramos

11/05 Ken Skrzypiec

11/15 Polly Hoffman

11/25 Sharri Hilti

11/06 Avery Connor

11/15 Christy Partney

11/30 Jane Hyslop

11/10 Janice Johnson

11/16 Cathy Bulian

11/30 Patrick Waldrop

11/10 Pam Wahl

11/17 Taylor Rhodes

11/11 Nathan Bissey

11/18 Fred Drake

11/11 Pat Krug

11/18 Kevin Hoffman

11/11 Rudolph Piskule

11/20 Jim Brown

11/05 Kevin & Shelly Hoffman

11/23 Jordan & Marissa Hoffman

11/17 Lyle & Julie Riggen

11/29 Dave & Joyce Nelson

